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	POLIM0018 Theories of Violence

	2018/19 Teaching Block 2 

	

	Unit Owner: Dr Susannah O’Sullivan
	Level: Msc (

	
	Credit points: 20

	Phone
	(0117) 954 6722 
	
	Prerequisites: None

	Email
	Susannah.osullivan@bristol.ac.uk
	

	Office
	M. 01, 3 Priory Road

	

	

	Timetabled classes: Please check your online timetable for day, time and venue of each seminar. 

You are also expected to attend ONE seminar each week. Your online personal timetable will inform you to which group you have been allocated. Seminar groups are fixed: you are not allowed to change seminar groups without permission from the office. 
Weeks 6, 12, 18 and 24 are Reading Weeks; there is NO regular teaching in these weeks.

In addition to timetabled sessions there is a requirement for private study, reading, revision and assessments. Reading the required readings in advance of each seminar is the minimum expectation. The University Guidelines state that one credit point is broadly equivalent to 10 hours of total student input. 
Unit owner office hours:

Please check the SPAIS MSc Blackboard site for office hours.

(Please note, there are no regular office hours during Reading Weeks)
Requirements for passing the unit:

· Satisfactory attendance at seminars
· Completion of all formative work to an acceptable standard
· Attainment of a composite mark of all summative work to a passing standard (50 or above)
Unit description
This module will provide students with an introduction into the key theorists on violence in post-war critical thought. Offering a distinct author based perspective, students will be provided with a thorough grounding in the key theoretical approaches, along with a platform for interrogating the broader theoretical canon. 


	Teaching arrangements
There are ten two-hour seminars in the unit. Attendance at seminars is required and will be monitored. Students are encouraged to come and see me during office hours to discuss advice on presentations and essays. 


	Requirements for credit points
For credit points to be awarded for this unit, you must complete all required work to at least a passing standard (a mark of 40) and have no more than two non-excused seminar absences. 


	Summative assessment 

There will be one summative assessment for the module in form of a 4,000 word essay. This will count for 100% of the overall unit mark. Students will be allowed some digression in the choice of topic in response to the following general question:
“Focusing upon a specific theorist, critically evaluate their key theoretical contributions with reference to violence in the contemporary world.”
You should address this question by analysing the key theoretical contributions provided by a respective theorist we examine in this unit. Students are to evidence their appreciation of the theorist in question, along with the ability to relate historic events to the contemporary political moment. The above essay question is to be framed in relation to the following theorists: Judith Butler, Angela Davis, bell hooks, Gloria Anzaldua, Gayatri Spivak, Hannah Arendt, Talal Asad, Frantz Fanon, Paulo Freire
Full details about all requirements and rules regarding essays – including length, formatting, submission, pass marks, extensions, feedback, resubmissions, and so on – are in the postgraduate handbook and Study Guide.


	Core reading
Each week’s seminar will proceed on the assumption that you have, at a minimum (!), completed all of that week’s required reading.  The required reading has been designed to ensure that it is all read. In order to be able to fulfil this requirement, you will need to plan ahead. I do encourage you, however, to read at least one more piece from the supplementary reading as it will broaden your contribution to seminar discussions. Items from the supplementary list will also provide material for your essays. 

	

	Learning outcomes
On successful completion of the unit, students will be able to: 
1) demonstrate a sophisticated understanding the main theoretical post-war approaches to the problem of violence 
2) Appreciate the political, socio-economic, cultural, moral, and symbolic dimensions of violence 
3) Critically evaluate contested theories of violence and show awareness of nuances and key debates 
4) Relate theories of violence to historical and contemporary experiences

	Transferable skills
During this unit you will develop your transferable skills in critical thinking, presentation, essay writing, planning and delivery.

	Details of Coursework and Deadlines

A 4000 (max) word essay – 100% of the unit mark.  

Seminar schedule

Week 1: The Subject of Violence
Week 2: Gayatri Spivak
Week 3: Angela Davis
Week 4: bell hooks
Week 5: Gloria Anzaldua
Week 6: Reading Week
Week 7: Hannah Arendt
Week 8: Talal Asad
Week 9: Judith Butler

Week 10: Frantz Fanon
Week 11: Paulo Freire


	Electronic Journals
Electronic journals are accessible through the library’s home page at http://www.bris.ac.uk/is/library/electronicjournals/.  
For information on off-campus access to electronic journals, see http://www.bris.ac.uk/is/library/ejhelppa.html. 


Week 1: The Subject of Violence
Questions for discussion:

When is violence political?

Does it matter what violence is seen and what is unseen?
How is violence linked to subjectivity?
Who are the ones who walk away from Omelas? Are they right? 
Required Reading:

1. Bernstein, R. ‘Violence’, Political Concepts: A Critical Lexicon, https://www.politicalconcepts.org/bernstein-violence/
2. Lennard, N and Evans, B (2015) ‘Thinking against violence’, The New York Times, 16 December. https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/12/16/thinking-against-violence/
3. Le Guin, U (1973) The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas: https://theanarchistlibrary.org/library/ursula-k-le-guin-the-ones-who-walk-away-from-omelas.a4.pdf
Week 2: Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
Questions for discussion:

What are Spivak's arguments about subaltern consciousness?
Who is the subaltern?

Can the subaltern speak?
How can Spivak's ideas be applied to contemporary violence?

Required Reading:

1. Spivak, G. (1988) ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’, in Nelson, C (ed) Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture, Basingstoke: Macmillan. 
2. Mohanty, C (1988) ‘Under Western eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses’, Feminist Review, 23(30): 61-88. doi: 10.2307/1395054
Supplementary Reading
Caruth, C (2010) ‘Interview with Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’, PMLA, 125(4): 1020-1025
Gregory, D (2004) The colonial present: Afghanistan, Palestine, Iraq
Landry, D and MacLean, G (1996) The Spivak reader: selected works of Gayatri Chakravorty, New York: Routledge
Mohanty, C (2003) “Under Western Eyes” Revisited: Feminist Solidarity through Anticapitalist Struggles, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 28 (2): 499-535 doi: 10.1086/342914

Said, E (2003) Orientalism, London: Penguin
Sharpe, J and G Spivak (2003) ‘A Conversation with Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak: Politics and the Imagination,’ Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 28(2): 609-624, doi: 10.1086/342588

Spivak, G. (2004) ‘Terror: A Speech after 9/11’, boundary, 31(2), available here: http://platypus1917.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/rgroups/2006-chicago/spivakgayatri_9-11_boundary2.pdf
Spivak, G and Evans, B (2016) ‘When Law is Not Justice’, The New York Times, 13th July https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/opinion/when-law-is-not-justice.html
Thiong’o, Ngugi wa (1986) Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in African Literature, London: Currey. 
Week 3: Angela Davis 
Questions for discussion:

How is the prison a violent institution according to Davis?
How are prisons racist?
Would a world without prisons be less violent?

Required Reading:

1. Davis, A (1971) ‘Political Prisons, Prisons, and Black Liberation’, https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davispoprprblli.html
2. Davis, A (1971) ‘Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex’, https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisprison.html
3. Davis, A. and Rodriguez, D. ‘The Challenge of Prison Abolition: A conversation’ https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/davisinterview.html
Recommended Viewing
Davis, A, ‘Interview on Violence and Revolution’ Excerpt from The Black Power Mixtape, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HnDONDvJVE
The Farm: Angola Prison USA, (1998) Liz Garbet (dir)
The Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975, (2011) Goran Olsson (dir) 
Free Angela Davis and All Political Prisoners, (2012) Shola Lynch (dir)
Supplementary Reading
Alexander, M (2012) The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in an Age of Colour-Blindness, New York: New Press
Davis, A (1982) Women, Race and Class, London: Women’s Press
Davis, A (1990) Women, Culture, Politics, London: Women’s Press
Davis, A (2003) Are Prisons Obsolete? New York: Seven Stories
Davis, A (2000) Prison Industrial Complex, AK Press
Davis, A (2016) Freedom is a Constant Struggle, Chicago: Haymarket
Davis, A (2005) Abolition Democracy: Beyond Empire, Prisons and Torture, New York: Seven Stories
Franco, J (2013) Cruel Modernity, London: Duke UP
Gilmore, R (2007) Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalising California, London: Berkeley
Week 4: bell hooks
Questions for discussion:

How and why is the patriarchy violent, according to bell hooks?
What is hooks’ critique of the Black Power movement?

What is hooks’ critique of mainstream feminism?

How important are her ideas on intersectionality’?
Required Reading:

1. hooks, b (1982) Ain’t I a Woman? Black Women and Feminism, London: Pluto. Chapter three: The Imperialism of Patriarchy. 
2. Lutz, H. (1993) ‘Feminist theory in practice: an interview with bell hooks’, Women’s Studies International Forum, 16(4): 419-425. Doi: 10.1016/0277-5395(93)90035-8

Required Viewing: 
Speaking Freely: bell hooks. Available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2bmnwehlpA
Supplementary Reading
hooks, b and G Yancy (2015) ‘bell hooks: Buddhism, the Beats and Loving Blackness’, The New York Times, 10 December: https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/12/10/bell-hooks-buddhism-the-beats-and-loving-blackness/
WNYC Studios (2017) bell hooks on the roots of male violence against women, The New Yorker Radio Hour, https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/bell-hooks-roots-male-violence-against-women
hooks, b (2015) Feminist Theory, From Margin to Centre, New York: Routledge
hooks, b (2000) Feminism is for Everyone: Passionate Politics, London: Pluto
hooks, b (2009) Reel to Real: Race, Class and Sex at the Movies, London: Routledge

hooks, b (1995) Art on my mind: visual politics, New York: New Press
hooks, b (1994) Outlaw Culture: Resisting Representation, London: Routledge
Week 5: Gloria Anzaldua 
Questions for discussion:

What is 'border thinking'? How does it relate to political struggle?

Where are the borders? How are they violent?

Required Reading:

1. Anzaldua, G (2012) Borderlands/La Frontera: the new Mestiza, San Francisco: Aunt Lute
2. Anzaldua, G and Moraga, C (1981) This Bridge Called my Back: Writings By Radical Women of Colour, New York: Kitchen Table Press. Chapter ‘Speaking in Tongues’ by Anzaldua. 
Supplementary Reading
Vargas-Monroy, L (2012) ‘Knowledge from the borderlands: Revisiting the paradigmatic mestiza of Gloria Anzaldua’, Feminism and Psychology, 22(2): 261-270. 
Mignolo, W and M Tlostanova (2006) ‘Theorising from the Borders’ European Journal of Social Theory, 9(2): 205-221. 

Lavie, S (2011) ‘Staying Put: Crossing the Israel-Palestine Border with Gloria Anzaldua’, Anthropology and Humanism, 36(1): 101-121. 

Perales, M (2013) ‘On Borderlands/La Frontera: Gloria Anzaldua and Twenty-Five Years of Research on Gender in the Borderlands’, Journal of Women’s History, 25(4): 163-173

Aigner-Varos, E (2000) ‘Metaphors of a Mestiza Consciousness: Anzaldua’s Borderlands/La Frontera’, MELUS, 25(2): 47-62. 

Canta, N (2011) ‘Doing work that matters: Gloria Anzaldua in the International Arena’, Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 37(1): 1-5. 
Week 6: Reading Week
Week 7: Hannah Arendt
Questions for discussion:

How did the holocaust happen, according to Arendt?

What is the link between bureaucracy, obedience and violence?
How does totalitarianism develop?

What is distinct about totalitarian power?
How can we apply Arendt's ideas to our contemporary world?

Required Reading:

1. Arendt, H (1973) The Origins of Totalitarianism, New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Chapters one ‘Antisemitism as an outrage to common sense’ and twelve: ‘Totalitarianism in power’
Required Viewing: 
Hutchings, K: ‘Arendt and Violence’, Histories of Violence, https://vimeo.com/40826200
Supplementary Reading
Arendt, H (2006) Eichmann in Jerusalem: A report on the banality of evil, London: Penguin. 
Arendt, H (1958) The Human Condition, Chicago: Chicago UP. 

Arendt, H (1970) On Violence, London: Allen Lane
Arendt, H (1968) Men in Dark Times, New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich

Arendt, H (2009) On Revolution, London: Penguin.
Hutchings, K (2017) ‘Hannah Arendt’ in Evans, B and T Carver, Histories of Violence: Post-War Critical Thought, London: Zed. 

Hutchings, K and E Frazer (2008) ‘On Politics and Violence: Arendt Contra Fanon’, Contemporary Political Theory, 7(1): 90-108. 

Week 8: Talal Asad
Questions for discussion:

What is Asad's understanding of the relationship between politics and violence?

What questions does Asad ask of terrorism?

What is the link between political violence and the state?

Why is terrorism so prevalent in political discourse in recent years? 

How is terror 'integral to modern subjectivities'?
Required Reading:

1. Asad, T (2007) On Suicide Bombing, New York: Columbia. Chapter one: ‘Terrorism. 
2. Asad, T (2010) ‘Thinking about terror and just war’, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, 23(1): 3-24. 
Supplementary Reading
Asad, T (1998) Anthropology and the Colonial Encounter, New York: Humanity Books. 
Asad, T (2007) On Suicide Bombing, New York: Columbia

Asad, T (2015) ‘Reflections on Violence, Law and Humanitarianism’, Critical Inquiry, 41(2): 390-427. 

Spivak, G. (2004) ‘Terror: A Speech after 9/11’, boundary, 31(2), available here: http://platypus1917.org/wp-content/uploads/archive/rgroups/2006-chicago/spivakgayatri_9-11_boundary2.pdf
Week 9: Judith Butler
Questions for discussion:

What contribution does Judith Butler make about greivable lives?
What unites humanity, according to Butler? 

How should we respond to violence?
How can her ideas be applied to contemporary violence?

Required Reading:

1. Butler, J (2003) ‘Violence, Mourning, Politics’ Studies in Gender and Sexuality 4(1): 9-37
2. Butler, J (2005) ‘Photography, War, Outrage’, PMLA, 120(3): 822-827. 
Required Viewing:
Butler, J ‘Legal Violence: An Ethical and Political Critique’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coBcQajx18I
Butler, J ‘Why Preserve the Life of the Other’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40YPnzv5JzM
Supplementary Reading:

Boesten, J (2017) ‘Judith Butler’ in Evans, B and T Carver, Histories of Violence: Post-War Critical Thought, London: Zed.
Butler, J (2014) ‘On Cruelty’ London Review of Books, July 17th: http://www.lrb.co.uk/v36/n14/judith-butler/on-cruelty

Butler, J (2006) Precarious Life: The powers of mourning and violence (New York, Verso: 2006)
Butler, J (2009) Frames Of War: When Is Life Grievable? London, Verso.
Cavarero, A (2008) Horrorism, New York, Columbia University Press.
Frazer, E and K Hutchings (2014) ‘Feminism and the critique of violence: negotiating feminist political agency’, Journal of Political Ideologies, 19(2): 143-163. 
Salih, S (2003) The Judith Butler Reader, London: Blackwell.
Sontag, S (2002) On Photography New York, Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Sontag, S (2004) Regarding the Pain of Others, London: Penguin. 
Week 10: Frantz Fanon
Questions for discussion:

How does Fanon interpret violence?

How is violence linked to resistance?

How does violence affect the human psyche/body?
Does Fanon glorify violence?

Is violence against oppressors justified?
Required Reading:

1. Fanon, F (2004) The Wretched of the Earth, New York: Grove. Chapter one: ‘Concerning Violence’ 
Required Viewing: 
Concerning Violence (2014) Goran Olsson (dir) 
Gordon, L ‘Fanon and Violence’ https://vimeo.com/43036768
Supplementary Reading

Balibar, E (1991) ‘Is there a ‘neo-racism’?’ in Balibar E and I Wallerstein, Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities, London: Verso

Cesaire, A (2000) ‘Discourse on colonialism’, Available here: https://medium.com/religion-bites/discourse-on-colonialism-by-aim%C3%A9-c%C3%A9saire-793b291a0987
Fanon, F (2008) Black Skin, White Masks, New York: Grove. 
Fanon, F (1959) A Dying Colonialism, New York: Grove: http://abahlali.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Frantz-Fanon-A-Dying-Colonialism.pdf
Fanon, F (1964) Towards the African Revolution, New York: Grove. https://monoskop.org/images/0/05/Fanon_Frantz_Toward_the_African_Revolution_1967.pdf
Galeano, E (1973) Open Veins of Latin America: five centuries of the pillage of a continent, London: Monthly Review Press

Gordon, L (2017) ‘Frantz Fanon’, in Evans, B and T Carver, Histories of Violence: Post-War Critical Thought, London: Zed.

Gordon, L (1995) Fanon and the crisis of European man: An essay on philosophy and the human sciences, New York: Routledge

Week 11: Paulo Freire
Questions for discussion:

What arguments does Paulo Friere make about education and oppression?
How can they be applied to our violent world?
Are you oppressed or an oppressor?

How does Freire develop the ideas of Fanon?
Required Reading:
1. Freire, P (2000) Pedagogy of the Oppressed, London: Continuum. Chapters one and two. 
Supplementary Reading 
Freire, P (1998) ‘Teachers as cultural workers: letters to those who dare to teach’, Westview Press, available at: http://blogs.ubc.ca/karen/files/2013/06/FREIRE.1998.T.Cultural.pdf
Freire, P (2014) Pedagogy of hope: reliving the Pedagogy of the Oppressed, London: Bloomsbury

Friere, P (1996) Letters to Cristina: Reflections on my life and work, London: Routledge. 

Freire Institute: https://www.freire.org/paulo-freire/paulo-freire-biography
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